ISLAND  OF BALI

THE   BARONG

The witch has a contender for supremacy in a fantastic ani-
mal, a mythical " lion " called Barong. Because of an ancient
feud with Rangda, he sides with human beings to thwart her
evil plans, and the Balinese say that without his help humanity
would be destroyed. While Rangda is female, the magic of
the " left," the Barong is the " right," the male. Rangda is the
night, the darkness from which emanate illness and death. The
Barong is the sun, the light, medicine, the antidote for evil.

Every community owns a set of the costumes and masks of
both characters. These masks have great power in themselves
and are kept out of sight in a special shed in the death temple
of the village. They are put away in a basket, wrapped in a
magic cloth that insulates their evil vibrations, and are uncovered
only when actually in use, when the performer-medium is in a
trance and under the control of a priest, and not before offer-
ings have been made to prevent harm to the participants. At
the feasts of the death temples their masks are uncovered and
exhibited in one of the shrines. It is a good precaution to sprinkle
these masks with holy water when someone is sick in the village.

Like the Rangda, the Barong is treated with great respect and
the Balinese address him by titles such as Banaspati Radja,
" Lord of the Jungle," or as Djero Cede, " The Big One," rather
than as Barong, which is only a generic name for his sort of
monster. (See Note i, page 354.)

Despite his demoniac character, the Barong materializes in
a trance play in which he is made to act foolishly and to dance
for the amusement of the crowd. His costume consists of a great
frame covered with long hair, with a sagging back of golden
scales set with little mirrors. A beautifully arched gold tail sticks
out of his rump and from it hang a square mirror, a bunch of
peacock feathers, and a cluster of little bells that jingle at every
move. Under a high gilt crown is his red mask, too small for his
body, with bulging eyes and snapping jaws. The power of the